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Abstract 
This study aims to find out the effectiveness of using melodic sentence structure on enhancing 
the pupils’ ability to write sentences. The study adopted a mixed-method approach where 
two types of data collection tools were used — a pre-test and a post-test as well as an 
interview. The participants of this study were Year Five pupils from a rural area school at 
Southern Perak. There were altogether 20 pupils involved in this study who had problems in 
writing sentences with correct sentence structure. Based on the findings, the pre-test and 
post-test results showed that the mean score of post-test is significantly higher than the pre-
test. This increase in post-test indicated positive improvement in the pupil’s performance 
level in sentence writing. The findings from the interview revealed that the pupils have 
positive perceptions about using the melodic sentence structure as a strategy to improve 
sentence writing. Five themes obtained from the interview summarized all the perceptions of 
pupils’ in the effectiveness of using this type of sentence structure on improving sentence 
writing. The findings strongly concluded that melodic sentence structures or the help of using 
songs and music to write sentences can be an effective tool in aiding the pupils to master 
certain sentence structures.  
Keywords: Effectiveness, Music, Melodic Sentence Structure, Songs, Sentences, Writing, 
Writing Skill  
 
Introduction  
Teaching of English aims at helping learners master four basic skills of language: listening, 
speaking, reading, and writing. Students will be exposed to all these skills in the early years of 
schooling as these skills are very important for language production. The writing skill is one of 
the hardest to teach and learn especially for young learners as it needs the acquisition of all 
the other skills. The Malaysian Primary Curriculum Standard known as Kurikulum Standard 
Sekolah Rendah (KSSR) has made a strong emphasis on writing skills. One of the objectives of 
KSSR focuses on writing skills. It is stated that the writing skill is very important to be taught 
in primary school and the pupils should be exposed to writing composition step-by-step. At 
the end of primary schooling, pupils are graded based on their Primary School Evaluation Test 
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known as Ujian Pencapaian Sekolah Rendah (UPSR). The writing skill plays a major part in this 
test.   
 
Writing  
Klimnova (2014) states that writing has a unique role in language teaching as it requires the 
learning and understanding of three other language skills: listening, speaking and reading. 
Writing is a productive skill and it involves various elements. Sapkota (2012) states that 
writing comprises numerous components such as subject matter, purpose, interaction and 
sense of audience, language, conventions, thinking skills, organizational skills, value systems, 
and mechanics making writing a complex skill or communicative activity. These requirements 
help to convey the message easily and clearly. These same requirements, however, may 
discourage ESL students from engaging in writing.  

The writing skill is considered a difficult skill, particularly in the context of English as a 
Second Language (ESL) where pupils face many challenges in writing.  It is undeniable that the 
teaching and learning processes of this skill are contextually difficult. It remains, however, the 
responsibility of ESL teachers to guide and help the pupils to master writing skills, 
progressively. Supiani (2017) observes that writing skills should not be taught palely and 
teachers must think of ways to teach writing using different approaches.  

Writing is an important tool especially, for communication that is transmitted through 
writing, particularly in educational and work contexts. In this case, students must develop 
effective writing skills in order to fulfill their educational and working needs. Teachers play an 
important role in guiding the students to improve their writing skills through instruction and 
a brief explanation on grammar rules as well as through providing them with plenty of writing 
opportunities and practices.  

There are various approaches for the teaching of writing that teachers could adopt 
and adapt to suit the level of their students. When the students are able to do well in the 
writing activity, they can improve their understanding of any subject. Iftanti (2016) states that 
writing is not only a process of putting thoughts on a piece of paper but also helping develop 
more sensible explanations and clarify ideas. Writing, in a word, is an essential skill to acquire 
as it is frequently used in everyday life in a variety of contexts of languaging or interaction 
whether for messaging, texting, emailing, or engaging in any social media platform, etc. 
 
Melodic Sentence Structure 
The integration of music and songs into language teaching has always been an effective 
approach that creates a fun learning environment. Melodic sentence structure (MSS) includes 
the use of song and focuses more on ‘singing the structure.’ This method was initiated by C.C. 
James (2013) who emphasized the use of simple melodies as a strategy to teach sentence 
construction, which can relatively improve the pupils’ memory to remember simple sentence 
structure. The focus of language teaching gradually changed from spoken and reading text to 
musically based teaching. The use of melody could provide more opportunities to practise the 
second language through engaging and entertaining songs. 

The aim of incorporating MSS or the method of singing the structure into classroom 
language teaching is to help low proficiency pupils to write simple sentences with correct 
sentence structure. Singing the structure can be very useful for retention of the structure as 
well as activating their memory through the repetition in the song which may enhance pupil’s 
language learning and acquisition. James (2013) created two writing formulas to develop 
basic sentence construction skills for weaker upper primary students. The first is TiTa Formula 
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— a formula used to guide pupils to write sentences using the ‘There is…/There are…’ 
structure where ‘Ti’ stands for ‘There is…’ while ‘Ta’ stands for ‘There are…’. The formula is 
“There + Be + How many? + Noun + Place.” 

However, this research only adopts and adapts the second formula, the S-V-W 
Formula as it is very much related to and useful for UPSR Writing paper. The S-V-W Formula 
is a formula used to help pupils to construct sentences in the Present Continuous Tense. ‘S’ 
stands for ‘Subject’, ‘V’ stands for ‘Verb’ and ‘W’ for ‘Wh-questions.’ The formula is “How 
many? + Subject + Be + Verb+ing + What / Where / Who” (see Table below?). 

 

How many? Subject Be Verb+ing What/ Where/ Who 

A girl is eating a sandwich. 

Several people are watching the football game. 

 
Table 1: S-V-W Formula 

This study amends the second formula by making the structure much simpler — a Subject + 
Past Tense + What/Where/Who (see Table 2 below). This is to help low proficiency pupils to 
write simple sentences which will be used in writing a narrative essay for Section C of the 
Writing Paper. It is also to encourage them to write simple and “rich” sentences where each 
sentence provides enough information and details based on the series of pictures given. 
 

Subject  Verb - Past Tense What/ Where/ Who 

Aqilah ate  a sandwich at the canteen. 

Chong watched   the football game with 
Haikal at the stadium.   

Table 2: The adapted S-V-W Formula 
 
Significance of the Study 
This paper aims to introduce, drill, aid in memorization, and stimulate pupils' interest to write 
and grammaticalize certain sentence structures in various contexts naturally and 
meaningfully, using simple melodies where pupils will be interested and motivated in learning 
writing with the help of the integration of music. The integration of simple melodies into 
sentence structure improves grammaticalization; emphasizes the students’ understanding of 
the structure and guides them to utilize the structure to generate sentences that follow the 
same pattern or system. The main focus of this research is not merely introducing sentence 
structure to teach writing but rather integrating simple melodies into these sentence 
structures. Music is an effective method to be implemented in language teaching as it is 
naturally designed in a way that can quickly appeal to the learner and easily become 
internalized in the mind as songs work more efficiently for short- and long-term memory 
(Engh, 2013). This study focuses on providing the pupils with a framework that can help them 
generate sentences in a fun and entertaining way. The use of melodic sentence structure in 
the classroom will be very helpful to teaches who are teaching the English language in rural 
areas where the proficiency level of students is very low. 
 
Literature Review 
James (2013) created a pre-writing module with the two formulas of TiTa and S-V-W as a 
guide to enable low proficiency upper primary pupils to develop and acquire the basic skills 
of sentence construction. The study was conducted for Year 6 pupils for seven months. Apart 
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from the formulas, the module also includes vocabulary, grammar items. It also provides 
exercises using past year UPSR questions, pictures along with grammar exercises from the 
textbook. The module was given to pupils and the implementation was conducted by singing 
the structure every time during writing lessons to revise and in the process grammaticalize 
the sentence structure. The findings of the study show that the module has successfully 
managed to enhance the sentence writing skill and relatively improve the pupils’ sentence 
writing ability. Despite being a tool for teaching writing, the song was also enjoyable, fun and 
encouraged the pupils to learn writing.  

In another study, Atmojo (2015) proposes a method of integrating “There is an 
Animal” song to teach young learners vocabularies and basic sentence structures. He believed 
that songs could be an effective pedagogical tool since the use of songs gives a lot of 
advantages and benefits to young learners. Songs are regarded as a unit of text memory that 
can effectively support language acquisition in a fun and entertaining way. Besides, the song 
also improves acquisition of the language structure, specifically sentence structure. The song 
was implemented through three stages of activities: preparation, core activity, and follow up. 
These activities can be identified, analyzed, adapted and expanded as classroom tasks for 
learners. The study concludes that when the utilization of songs is well-planned and 
structured in conducting engaging tasks, then these stages can enhance the learner’s 
language skills pedagogically. Learners’ will be having well-developed language skills and 
linguistic knowledge in a relaxed stimulating environment.  

 One of the issues faced by teachers is maintaining learners’ interest throughout the 
lessons. Several studies have found that songs can provide a more relaxing atmosphere for 
stimulating learning and enhancing motivation in learning. According to Millington (2011), 
songs could be used in various modified ways to fit the teacher's expectations. He also 
claimed that songs are regarded as a valuable pedagogical tool that helps learners to develop 
their vocabulary and sentence structure. In addition, by introducing songs into the classroom, 
it can stimulate elements in language teaching and promote higher retention rates of 
repetitive language in melody. The integration of music is fun and helpful for retention and 
the acquisition of the sentence structure. The author has proved that the use of song is 
effective in learning English as songs open up many other possibilities as teaching resources, 
whether to acquire new structure and sentence patterns, learn vocabularies or even to learn 
the language culture, amounting to different aspects of and levels of intercultural 
communicative competence (ICC).  

According to Kennedy and Torres-Santos (2016), the integration of music and written 
words could help expand and develop critical thinking skills in writing. They also found out 
from their study that music and written words can help produce and develop literacy skills 
and improve memorization of written words which is very useful for language learning.  In 
another research, Salmon (2018) provides evidence that music serves as a medium to 
encourage thinking, express oneself, and increase cultural awareness in children. The study 
views music as a tool to promote children’s cognitive skills as well as their literacy 
development. The findings of this study show that music can trigger children’s schema and 
open up their imagination. Thus, music improves their comprehension and creative writing.  

In another study, Lee & Li (2016) state that melody serves as a path and a cue that 
triggers precise information where people try to retrieve but eventually leave a significant 
trace in memories. It means that the use of song increases the level of enthusiasm which helps 
learners to react strongly to the subject matter, thus leading to empowerment. Among the 
various studies on fluency, there is also a study specifically devoted to the development of 
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written fluency. Alisaari and Heikkola (2016) have found out that singing songs have a greater 
impact on written fluency. Using three groups of students, they examined three different 
pedagogical methods — singing songs, listening to songs, and reciting lyrics of songs — and 
their impact on written fluency. Their study shows that the written fluency of the singing 
group has improved more than the other two groups — the reciting and listening groups.  

 
Research Objectives 
This study seeks to meet two objectives: 

1. To enhance pupils’ ability to write simple sentences using melodic sentence 
structure. 

2. To identify pupils’ perception in using melodic sentence structure to improve 
sentence writing. 

3.  
Research Questions 
The study seeks to answer the following two questions: 

1. How does the use of melodic sentence structure affect the pupils’ writing of 
sentences? 

2. What are the pupils’ perceptions towards melodic sentence structure in learning 
to write sentences? 

 
Method 
The Research Model 
This research is a mixed-methods approach that studies the effect of using melodic sentence 
structures on writing simple sentences. The research aims through the integration of simple 
melodies to introduce and help pupils internalize or grammaticalize certain sentence 
structures so as to enable them to write simple declarative sentences in various similar 
contexts — naturally and meaningfully.  
 
Participants  
The participants of this study were selected from a Year 5 class in a rural area school at 
Southern Perak that consists of 20 pupils. The samples for this study were selected non-
randomly from the population — convenient sampling. The data was collected from the 
participants who were conveniently available and easily reachable for the researchers. 
According to Stan (2012); Chostelidou & Griva (2013), convenience sampling refers to non-
probability sampling that collects data from the population that is readily available to take 
part as a participant in a study. It is the quickest and easiest sampling where the researcher 
can select pupils from the current school to carry out the research and to collect the data.  
 
Data Collection Tool 
Qualitative and quantitative data collection methods were used in this study as it is a mixed-
methods research. The data of this research was collected using two instruments to answer 
research questions one and two, respectively. The first instrument was used to answer 
research question one using a Pre-test and a Post-test. The Pre-test was carried out at the 
beginning of the research where the pupils were asked to write an essay based on a series of 
pictures. The question was adapted from the vernacular school UPSR 2018 paper (Appendix 
1). The paper includes three sections but only one section was chosen to be focused on in this 
research — Section C. After the pre-test, MSS was implemented for four writing lessons. 
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Pupils were introduced with the SVW sentence structure together with the MSS being 
followed by an exercise in the first lesson. The exercise given required the pupils to write at 
least three sentences using SVW sentence structure based on a picture. The second, third and 
fourth lessons were carried out by revising the SVW sentence structure, each followed by 
similar exercises with different pictures.   

After the implementation of Melodic Sentence Structure (MSS), a post-test was 
conducted to identify the effectiveness of MSS. The question used in the post-test was in the 
same format as the one in the pre-test but with a different series of pictures being used. The 
post-test question was adapted from the vernacular school Pre UPSR 2019 paper (Appendix 
2). Different series of pictures were used in the post-test to ensure that the pupils would write 
the essay with the help of MSS rather than by memorizing the answers. 
 The scoring of the test was based on the specifications of UPSR latest Marking Scheme 
(2016) where the pupils’ writings would be graded in light of their accuracy and relevance of 
language used, task fulfillment and format. The tests were evaluated by an official UPSR 
Writing Paper marker with the specifications of UPSR Marking Scheme (Appendix 3). This was 
to ensure that the evaluation would be unbiased and the marks would be more reliable. The 
marks allocated for the essay of each test (pre-test and post-test) is 25 marks, divided into 5 
bands, ranging from Extremely good to Weak Band as shown in Table 3. 
 

Band Marks 

Extremely good  23-25 

Very good 18-22 

Good 12-17 

Satisfactory 5-11 

Weak 0-4 

Table 3: Marks allocated for each band for UPSR Writing Paper 
 

Besides that, an interview was used as an instrument to collect data to answer research 
question two.  A semi-structured interview thus was conducted to collect qualitative data to 
find out about the pupils’ perception of the use of melodic sentence structure on writing 
sentences. Five questions were asked for a few pupils on their perception and opinion about 
MSS (Appendix 4). Open-ended questions were developed and used during the interview to 
elicit information and to get in-depth responses from the pupils. The interview session was 
conducted in a controlled environment where the session was recorded and transcribed for 
further analysis. 
 
Analysis of Data  
The pre-test and post-test questions were collected, and the answers of the tests were then 
analyzed in the frequency on the number of pupils based on the ranging of bands. The mean 
and the standard deviation were calculated based on the scores obtained in the pre- and post-
tests. Finally, the data were presented in tables and graphs to allow readers to read and 
compare the findings of the research in order to see the significant difference between the 
pre-test and post-test. Data obtained from the interview were analyzed using thematic coding 
where the interview was recorded and transcribed. Important keywords were identified and 
categorized into several codes and categories. Themes were developed from the codes and 
categories derived from the interview transcription. The themes mainly highlighted the 
pupils’ perception of the use of MSS on improving their sentence writing. 
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Findings 
Research Question 1: How does the use of melodic sentence structure affect the pupils’ 
writing of sentences? 
 
The marks obtained by the pupils in the pre-test and post-test are shown in Table 4.  
 

Pupil Pre Test Post Test  

A 3 15 

B 3 17 

C 2 23 

D 2 18 

E 2 18 

F 3 17 

G 3 12 

H 2 14 

I 3 16 

J 2 15 

K 3 11 

L 6 16 

M 10 17 

N 8 15 

O 5 13 

P 4 14 

Q 11 18 

R 10 16 

S 9 17 

T 12 18 

Table 4: Pre-test and Post-test marks 
 

Based on the marks listed in Table 4, all of the pupils had an increase in their marks. The result 
of the post-test showed a great improvement whereby only one pupil obtained the highest 
score which is 23 out of 25 marks. The second highest mark is 18 which was obtained by 4 
pupils and another 4 pupils with 17 marks.  
 

Test Mean Mode Median Range Variance Standard Deviation 

Pre-test 5.15 3 3 10 12.13 3.48 

Post-test 16 17, 18 16 12 6.5 2.55 

Table 5: The comparison of descriptive statistics in pre-test and post- test 
 

From the table above, it can be seen that the mean score of the post-test is 16 which is 
significantly higher than the mean score of the pre-test which is only 5.15. The increase in the 
mean score shows positive improvement in the pupils’ performance level; whereas the 
standard deviation of the post-test is 2.55 and it is lesser than the pre-test which is 3.48. This 
shows that the dispersion of the marks is closer to the mean and it indicates that the pupils 
showed a positive result after the use of MSS to write sentences.  
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Bands Pre-test Post-test 

Extremely Good 0 1 

Very Good 0 4 

Good 1 14 

Satisfactory 7 1 

Weak 12 0 

Table 6: The pupils’ improvement according to bands 
 

As can be seen in Table 6 above, the bands of pupils shifted significantly from weak to 
satisfactory (1 pupil); weak to good (8 pupils); weak to very good (2 pupils); weak to extremely 
good (1 pupil); satisfactory to good (6 pupils); satisfactory to very good (1 pupil) and good to 
very good (1 pupil). This proves the effectiveness of MSS when the pupils derived to a better 
band that showed the improvement of marks from pre-test to post-test.  
 

 
Figure 1: The pupils’ improvement according to bands 

 
According to Figure 1, the number of pupils in the weak band is the highest in the pre-test. 
This shows that the pupils obtained only 1 to 4 marks in the pre-test. This indicates that they 
had a very poor ability to make sentences with the correct structure. However, after the 
implementation of MSS, the pupils were able to improve to a higher band along with their 
improvement in marks respectively. More than half of the pupils managed to get a good band, 
i.e. somewhere between 12 and 17 marks in the post-test which is a tremendous increase 
compared to the pre-test. Furthermore, one of the pupils showed a remarkable improvement 
by obtaining 23 marks which is categorized in the highest band.  
 
Research Question 2: What are the pupils’ perceptions towards melodic sentence structures 
in learning to write sentences? 
Based on the transcription of the interview (Appendix 5), several themes were derived from 
the interview data after coding the transcription. These themes are: easy to write sentences, 
better understanding of sentence structure, song that can be easily remembered, fun and 
entertaining as well as useful for examination and marks. These themes are proven to answer 
the second research question of this study. The table below indicates a summary of the 
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themes and the codes derived from the interview transcription. The colour refers to the codes 
used to describe each response in the interview transcription (Appendix 5) 

1) Theme: MSS makes it easy to write 
sentences 

Codes:- 

• Writing sentences becomes easy because 
of MSS. 

• Easy to write sentences 

• Writing becomes better 

• Easy method to write sentences properly 

2) Theme: MSS gives a better 
understanding of sentence structure 

Codes:- 

• The use of subject, past tense, what, 
where, who. 

• Remember the sentence structure. 

• Remember the flow of sentence. 

• Helps to recognize the sentence structure 

• Reminding about sentence structure. 

• Understand and remember how to write 
sentences. 

• Can learn how to write proper sentence 

• Understand sentence structure better 
 
 

3) Theme: The song can be easily 
remembered  

Codes:-  

• Catchy song 

• Simple song 

• Nice and easy song lyric 

• Repetitive song lyric that is easy to 
remember 

4) Theme: MSS is very fun and 
entertaining 

Codes: - 

• Learning using MSS is not boring. 

• MSS produces a stress-free environment 

• MSS is easy and fun 

• Happy to write correct sentences 

• Happy, fun and entertaining  

• Enjoyable to sing in class 

5) Theme: MSS is also useful for examination and marks 
Codes: -  

• Happy to get good marks 

• Can help to answer examination questions. 

Table 7: Themes and the codes derived from the interview transcription 
 

Theme one was obtained from the pupils’ answer to interview question 1. All the pupils 
indicated that the process of writing sentences becomes easy with the use of MSS which 
shows that MSS aided them in writing better sentences. They also agreed that MSS helped 
them to write sentences easily and the codes are listed above. Some of the pupils compared 
their own writing before and after using the MSS method to write sentences.  

Researcher: Do you think MSS helps you in writing sentences? 
Pupil 1: “Before this, it was difficult to write sentences but now it became easier 
because of MSS.” 
Pupil 4: Before this, it was difficult to write sentences but now it became easier 
because of MSS.  
This shows that the pupils are able to see their own improvement in sentence writing 

after making use of the MSS method. According to James (2013), using the song-shaped 
sentence structure would be a brilliant method to improve the writing skill.  The second 
theme was obtained from the pupils’ response for interview question 1, 2 and 5. Throughout 
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the interview, all the pupils stressed more about how MSS gave them a better understanding 
of sentence structure. They made it clear that the use of subject, past tense, what, where, 
who in melodic sentence structure enhanced their memory and reminded them about 
sentence structure every time they wrote a sentence.  

Researcher: How does MSS help you in sentence writing? 
Pupil 2: The use of subject, then past tense then what, where, who makes me to 
remember the flow of the sentences easily and it really helps me so much 
Pupil 5: MSS remind me on what a sentence should have 
 James (2013) states that using this method, pupils can learn every single component 

of sentence structure separately and then integrate these separate components to form 
correct sentences. Besides that, the pupils also shared their perception about MSS in relation 
to the use of the song. This theme was derived from the responses given for interview 
question 2 and 3. The simple and repetitive song attracted their attention and most of them 
said that the song is catchy and easy to remember.  

Researcher: How does MSS help you in sentence writing? 
Pupil 1: MSS song is very ‘catchy’ and I can easily remember it.  
Researcher: What do you like the most about MSS? 
Pupil 5: I can sing and remember the song and I like it because it is repetitive 
This shows that the use of a short and simple song can be easily remembered and it 

has a positive influence on their memory retention which encourages them to use it when 
writing a sentence. According to Alisa and Nihada (2016), songs are an appropriate tool to 
promote meaningful learning experience among students and at the same time enhance their 
knowledge. The fourth theme was obtained from the responses of pupils for interview 
question 3, 4 and 5. All the pupils gave many positive responses for the use of MSS as a 
strategy to improve their sentence writing. All of them said that they were happy in using it 
as MSS created a stress- free environment.  

Researcher: What do you like the most about MSS? 
Pupil 2: I like everything about MSS. It is because I feel not boring learning to write 
sentences using the song in MSS. 
Researcher: How do you feel when you use it for sentence writing? 
Pupil 3: I feel happy and fun to learn using MSS. I love to sing the song because it is 
entertaining. It’s easy to remember and easy to write sentences too. 
Pupil 4: I feel it is enjoyable because I can sing in the class to write sentences. 

This shows that the use of MSS was able to shift the classroom, with the help of songs and 
music, from being traditional to one that is more fun and enjoyable. Shen (2009) claims that 
the use of adapted songs and music is always a better way to motivate students and avoid 
boredom as it creates a pleasant environment, particularly on the English teaching and 
learning process. 

On the other hand, there are also some pupils who shared that MSS is very useful to 
answer examination questions and to get good marks. This theme is derived from the pupils’ 
answer for interview question 4 and 5. As stated earlier, the questions given to them as pre-
test and post-test were taken from UPSR and Pre UPSR questions. This shows that the pupils 
were able to relate the usefulness to their examinations and one of the pupils was very happy 
to get good marks for the post-test questions.  

Researcher: How do you feel when you use it for sentence writing? 
Pupil 5: Happy especially when my marks are better than before and now, I can write 
sentences correctly. 
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 The responses from the interview show that MSS played a vital role in helping the 
pupils to write simple sentences with correct sentence structure. Moreover, the pupils shared 
various positive perceptions of the use of MSS on enhancing their writing skill.  
 
Discussion, Conclusion and Suggestions 
The concern of this study was to explore the effectiveness of melodic sentence structure 
(MSS) on enhancing the ability to write sentences among Year 5 pupils. From the analysis of 
the data in this study, it has been revealed that there is a tremendous improvement in the 
marks of the pupils in the post-test compared to the pre-test. This shows that the 
implementation of MSS encourages the pupils to write sentences better, paving their way to 
eventually master sentence writing skills. Based on the themes and the analysis of the 
interview, it can be clearly seen that the pupils are having different and more positive 
perceptions of the use of MSS on learning to write sentences.  

Pupils displayed their apparent liking towards the song that accompanies the sentence 
structure. They acknowledged that the song is interesting, fun, enjoyable, and most 
importantly significant in contributing to and grammaticalization of the sentence structure as 
well as helping them to write better sentences.  The repetition of memorable rhythm in the 
song improved the pupils’ memory retention of sentence structures as they were able to  
remember and understand the concept easily in a fun and an entertaining way. This is 
consistent with the findings of Atmojo (2015). This study has also proved that the proposed 
remedy — using melodic sentence structures — enables and helps the pupils to overcome 
their weakness as well as their low confidence level in writing sentences to form paragraphs. 
One fundamental contribution made by using melodic sentence structure in the teaching of 
sentence writing was the ability to familiarize and give pupils a clearer view of how to write 
sentences with the correct structure. This is in line with the findings of James (2013). 

However, the implementation of melodic sentence structure in this research can be 
improved to make further research. It is recommended to carry out this research and to 
implement melodic sentence structure at an early stage of schooling. It would be beneficial 
for lower primary pupils especially Year 3 pupils who are still new to sentence writing. It is 
important to build a strong foundation in mastering writing skills to become good writers in 
the future. The lower primary pupils can be exposed to simple sentences using any songs or 
rhythm that suits the pupils and their context. Moreover, in this study, MSS was used 
specifically to teach simple sentences. Hence, MSS should be used to explore other sentence 
types and encourage the pupils to write other tenses too.     
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